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subscription expires an "X* will appear markad below. are Twn: The Pea) Petar Mandelcen." (1) Ia this relativeiy sympathetic
Aocnmentarv, foarmar Leadar of the Labcur Taity, Ldelii ainnock, purports
tn confamm: "1 am *he originatcor of L8 ausuy peus svory, [ toink. |
made un this story tha*t ko'l gona intc this very bruad eeisa coip 3snop
in the middle of %rocon and said ha'd liks u sii awu o lish, ana could
he have =ome of tha* suacazcle dip please." lasisiga dinnock: "ne took
it in wory gnnd pars "

The ecrycial word is "+thizk"
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her =tndie= hy Pﬂﬁﬂd‘qq a
Straw. A rarty 'ccnqr—har

&
a
a +nkanwav nf ~hin= and wishy peas. A
3]
"

od gus
thi= fare her sy=~ 11t up and she exclaimed: "That looks deiicious -- it
mi=t he avacadn!'" (3 or sanavarszly "Thatl locks delicious: is 1t
avneadn?® (2)

A few daye later, Shalley wae surprised tc find her fatuer vu tne
frﬂn*nflqrfir telepkona, azusced at Laving raad a etury in the Financiai
Timee abnut his gourmet-goralecs daughtaer. I¢ was then seized upon by
Pater Taaffa, 9d£f1r ~f Militzant, who related It to the L,90uU-sirong
crowd attendinz a Royal Albsrt Hall rally for Miiliaat ou duvemoer i3,
1986, twe deyz aftor ¥ancwcolay ¥orth had raturned aa un-Miiitant rabour

M.P.

“Thus the story of *he yuppie whc could aat tell mushy peas from
avneadn w»as born," srote McSmith. (2)

LE ok & AN

The pieca above comes frcm Richard Littlajoln's column (The Sun,
2/7/99) and shows how Hartlapool's mcnkay-haagin lagend ie ative and
wall. This issue we featura Mandalsoa ia his avucado mousse urban belier
tale role.

On a sad noteFF alsc pays tritute to tka great loss of Donald L. Cyr,

a great peresonal friend, suppcrtar and reader Jf tihis magazine.
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16:06 LABOUR PARTY MILLBANK + 01429 863024 NO. @73 paz

PETER MANDELSON MP

HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWiA 0AA
0171 219 4607

Paul Screetor
Hartlepool Mail

New Clarence house
Wesley Square
Hartlepool TS24 8BX

7 October 1996 ;

Dear Pl

Following our telephone conversation today. The correct details of the incident which
you refer to occurred during the Knowsley by-election in the early 1990s. Jack
Straw’s American volunteer was campaigning in the constituency, whilst in a fish and
chip shop she pointed at some mushy peas and asked for avocado mousse with her
chips. The story was later attributed to Peter.

I belicve Andy McSmith in his book The Faces of Labour gives an accurate
description of the event.

I hope that this background information is of use.

Yours sincerely
Benffamar
Benjamin Wegg-Prosser
Assistant to Peter Mandelson MP |
Jan Walsh scoops the best supermarket guacamole ]
MARKS AND SPENCER SAINSBURY "AsDA
160g £1.99 XX Xk 113g99p * A ar i 1139 £1.09 * & nr
This is fairly expensive, This wouldn't be spicy This is very smooth, with

but tastes delicious. It
looks home-made with pieces of tomato
and avocado 1 give it texture. “It’s the
perfect balance with a really natural
avocado flavour,” said one tester.

a strong flavour of onion and a pale,
home-made appearance. “A nice
texture,” sad one. “It’s tangy, hot and
spicy. Mind-blownng,” said another.

enough for Mexicans, but

our panel liked it. The tomato gives it
a speckled appearance. ‘Just right,
with a delicious avocado flavour and a
good tang of tomato,” said one.

SAFEWAY

1139 £1.49 Ak

The most expensive

dip in the test, but not
the best. One of the mildest mixtures,
though there was lots of garlic in
place of spices. “Fairly bland and not
a lot of texture,” said one.

Fo

—

. almost no lumps. Most
liked the strong green colour,
and there’s a distinct flavour of
coriander. “Smooth, thick and creamy.
Very balanced,” said one.

TESCO

120g £1.45 **

A very hot mixture, but

50 spicy, many testers felt
they couldn’t taste anything. “The
Slavour of avocado was completely
lost,” said one sampler. But it looks
good wnth big rough lumps of tomato.

Mande!son never zeo*% foc*t in ¥nowsley, 3c how Jid 1i aittaca 1usett to
y
him?

Vell, at a sncial gatkering in Blackpool ia 1550 o marx danaeison's
departure from his *noip party post of Director of Communicacions, Laobour
Leader Neil Kinnork *92ld this very story as if he haa witnessea 1t
personally, claiming it had taken placa duriag the Brecon oy-eiection.
The story had been cir-ulating fcr four yaars, so what couid have
prompted Kinnock to mizremesber the anecdota and cunnect it with
Mandelson? Had he perhaps read it fcur WEEKS aarlier in lhe reopler [hat
Sunday newspaper's political columnist had been playing a game betovea
of jnurnalists, of rapeating a Hartlapool Mail story knowing it to be
untrne, and by danying %, giving it naw lifa. All the standard details
had been there -- Mandelson, avocado dip mistake, plus a joke to tne
effect +*hat you can %2l that politiclans aat musay peas oecause taey
are so full of wind. And whc was The Pecple pundit spreading this tale?
Yes. none nther than Mandelscn.

The transfer of the story to a Hartlapool location, however, aia not
origirally directly involv2 Mandelson. In 153C, Maadelson was an H.F.-
in-waiting with sit%ing incumtent Tad Leadbitter baving announcea ne was
retiring at the next Ganeral Electicn, when the lale w~ith more tnan a
shade nf Nnrth/South d4ivide 2nnul surfacad.

Suprnsedly, 2 greup of the party's Hampstead faithful visited zne
North-Fast to assess Mandelson's prospacis of hoidiag the seac. ihey
decided to "go native" and sample the local gastronomic deiigats.
Entering a seaside fich shsp, cne of them with a grasp of the locai
1i{ngo ordered "~nd and chips, twice." Ancthsr, however, cracged under
the nroletariat strain and roquested "some of that delicious-looking
avocado mousse," Readers will doubtless have guassed thaat the finger
was pninted at a steaming %ub o2f ausky peas. (47

This fahrication resurfaced in The Times, however suvstituting
Mandelson himself for the champagne socialists, wihc aliegedly visitea a
local Seaton Carew chippie, pcinted and axclaimed: "Aad 1 wiii try some
of that delicious-looking avccads mousse." The pruprialor is saiu to
have replied: "You mean the mushy peas?"

Image-maker-in-chief Mandelson denied the claim to tie Hartiepool
Mail: "I regularly eat fish and chips and occasioually musny peas.
Anybody in their right mind would nct ccnfuse nmusay peas wita avocado
mousse. " (5)

Vhen it came tn the General Elaction Mike Amos raccrded in his
Northern Echo electicon diary that Mandelson " . . . stiil can't shake
off an urban legend »f fish, chips and mushy peas. Of Mandelson, and
nthers, it is alleged that ha wen! into a Hartlepuul fish shop, piacea
his order, pointed %2 “he peas and said he'd have suome 0f the avocado
mousse as well. The Sunday Telegraph accepts only grudyingly that tae
story may he apocryphal. 'It fits him like a glove,' it says."

But dnes he really =2at fizh and chips? A major profiie in the-#Maii on
Sunday depicted in colour both mushy peas and guacamola for those (like
most nf us, perhaps) who might be confused by the difference, 1n a side
panel, "The Guacamole affair in full" -- adding: "They said he went to a
ﬁartlapool chippte and pointing at the mushy peas, asked for 'thd very
excellent guacamcle'. He refutes this, saying he's FEVER been in a fisn
and chip ehnp in his life.® (7)




The article was written by formsr Labour Party Deputiy Leader xoy
Hattersley, but I sucpect mcre miechief as the "guacamoie aftair”
commente were not born out in tke actual article. A devious layout
designer, 1 euspect.

Foted gastronome Hattercley nct surprisingly began Lie profile by
stating: "It wae Peter Mandelcon kimself . . . who raieed the subject ot
guacamnle, the once-fashionable mixture of crushed avocudo, tomatoes,
garlic and onions which has become a satirical symbol of Mew Labour.
Stories that he ordered the Mexican delicacy in a Hartlepool fieb ana
chip shop only to be told thst he was poiuting at mushy peas were, une
insisted, totally untrue. But he wae clearly uot eatisified that ais
denials had been accepted. Next day, he photocopied and postea an
Economist article that dezlt, extensivaly, witlh the lListory oi the
guacamole allegation ard idertified the young American research
assistant who had actually made the mistake of whicL NKandelson had been
so unjustly accused.

"Preoccupation with the guacamole affair is typical of Mandeleon's
recent behaviour -- and of the attertion that it attracts."

There has heen much subzequeczt mileage from the legeud. Political
cnumentator and ex-M. P, Matthew Parris (who had unwittingly "outed"
Mandelsnn when it wae an opek sccret), ncted that by 1996 “the average
New labour K. P. has now just abcut sortad out the difference between
mushy peas and avoacado dip* ¢8) and earlier at the last General
Election. liberal Democrat Hartlepool hopeful, Reg Clark, issuea a
nawspaper advert with a colour illustration of muskLy pewas with the
slngan: "The choice for Hartlepccl on KMay lst. Avocado mouese Or mushy
peas. Vote Reg Clark.“ (9}

The hoarv old chestnut wac trcoited out again when M.F.& quizzed
Mandelsnn abnut the content 9f the Nillenium Dome, over which he was
then controller. "I hope that, as a fellow Borthern MN.P., the minister
will try to ensure there iz & subctantial msasure of regional content in
the experience -- something beyond fish and chips and avocado mousse,"
quipped the waspish Grimsby M.P. Austin Kitchell. (1)

At 1908'c Labour Party corference, unrecoustructed Old Labour Deputy
Prime Minister John Prescott made fua of the multi-coiourea "kubik's
Cube® backdrop to the platform, and going through each primary colour ae
observed: "In lLondon we call the green ‘avocado'. Iu Hartlepool tbey
call it ‘mushy peas'.* (11)

Prescott has always hated Mandelson and so did suificient others to
have him placed 37th ir Britain's 5C Mcst Unpopular Feopie, wuicn plec?
eays 'abn;e all he hates that beguiling bLui apparestly untiue talee that
once, in hia Hartlepool coastituency, Le mistook wusny peus lOI
guacamole * (12)

GUACAMOLE
AVDGAJO T86S &8 SO COTYNON in MaxXCo, growing wild and in cubivabon, that
msmuhomanamnseunnﬁmnhnsaaynnd—asnsun-krcmi

unamw,saﬁwuuxnmhmasnuxsmnmamsadplrnmhcmes I large foid evenly Into
cisps, cudiads and 50 on \ and diced the avocado
IIORRIINTS = hEoD, e 2 thep bwsh arlanher,  purbe. Use as
= Croppad Quickly &s

2 large ripe avocados Halve avocadas and remove stones. Scoop fonaly B |

fiesh from skins and mash in bowl with a forkc

2-3 thsp fresh lime (or Work juce into the avocado
lesmon) juice quicdy to prevart
ascolorabon.

Paul Jermy haz illus*ratad ay Scok "The dua Wao
Ate A Domino", of whizh *hic article is aa ex-
tended part. which 1= *%ypasz2t but in liabo will
Printability Publizhiang. A great shazme.
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Lower profile, but in a eimilar vein, is the story of Tony Blair'e
| tour. of miners' welfare clubs when earlier seeking the adjacent
Sedgefield constituency nomination in 1083. Advising the future Prime -,
Xinieter to order a pint in every bar, his agent John Burton (later to.
| covet the Hartlepool seat himself, but standing aside for Blair'se .
special chum) added: “And whatever you do, don't order any bloody ;.
Perrier Water.® (10) '

. Yet all contemporary legends come full circle and move froam fictiom to
some sort of fact.

Vest London's River Cafe restaurant symbolises the metropolitan chic
of New Labour and jealous Toriee have dubbed it "Tony's canteen.® Here
Blair himself dines on roasted whole ea base, Mo Mowlam has pot-roasted
rabbit, Gordon Brown char-grilled red mullet and Peter Mandelson . . .
almoet unbelievably, mushy minted peas. (13) 5
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(1) *"Now Ve are Two: The Real Peter Mandelson" Chanuel 4, April 25.%1000

(2) NcSmith, Andy. “Faces of Labour® Verso, 1006 a4 _4f_
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- 0Oldies, but Goodies.

FROZEW CHICKEN. Attempted shoplifting of a frozen chicken ié a regular
and here are two variations. Eva Babeker was fined £100 by a judge in
Jow York after she collapsed from cold before she could eneak out ot a
shop with the produce -- *1f you've never had a frozen chicken bouncing
around in your boobs, you don't know what cold is* (The Sport, 10/4/¥7).
{Also in New York, but thie time the frozen chicken was hidden under the
hat of Brenda Coleman, who wae rushed to hoepital with suspected brain ‘
damage due to cranial bypcthemia (D. Sport, 9/4/99; Mews of the Vorld,

11/4/99)

] laueé@ when
BELOV THE BELT. Salvatori/Salvadori Valdez got thunderous app
he etepped into the ring in Cartagena, Spain, a& he bad forgotten to put
his shorts on —- and was promptly disqualified (B, Sport, 86/1/99; daws

of the vorld, 10/1/99)

SIGF OF THE TIMES. Keen Greens in Michigan were fuming when they &aw
game wardens eticking potices on trees in a state forest. They cerriod
the message: "Please Do Not Post Signe On Trees.® (. Spori, 23/6/94) |

HARDERED CRIMINALS. The notorious hdazs fanily, tue uorth London :
criminal gang, were back in the news after the briutal murder 031:ber: ]
jewleller Mr Fix-It and the disappearance of opa-t#mg en%orcer i
Vynter, who is, according to saurces, "either 1p hidiug in Fna —
Caribbean, or holding up the Millenium Dome iueide oue 0f the pi

(The Tndependent 5/12/08)

SHIRLEY BATON: GOIRG FOR GOLD
By Paul Screetca

Actress Shirley Eaton's place as a blonde icon was assurea the moment
she appeared in the film “Goldfingar" 33 years ago wearing nothing out a
thin layer of gold paiat and a G-string. She e¢pilomised the Bond girl

Vhen she met a gilded and, having incurrad the wrath of the'eponymuus
a2ati-hern of the film after falling in love with James Bond, she was
also acting out one of the
greatest body myths. That if
vnu ara covered trom head to
toe with paint you will die of
suffocation.

"Under no circumstances does
the body 'breathe' through the
skin," and anonymous journal-
ist claimed. (1)

"Any moderne cosmetic pra2p-
aration which announces the
user's skin to be allcwed *o
breathe, shonld ne open *o
prosecutinn under the Trades
Description Act. Frogs, to a
certain extent, breathe thr-
ongh the skin, but humans do
not. So, while it is certaia-
ly not a good idea to coat
yoursalf with paint or any
other substance, you will
cartatinly survive the ex-
perience.”

Today, she has fond mem-
ories of her movie days,
especially her part in “Gol-
dfingar®. In 1995 she was
still bolstering the body
myth in an interview with
Jane Preston. She recalled:
“The studio had a few doc-
tors standing by because
they ware worried that I
might be overcome by the effect of the paint. But it was fine. They lett
a six-inch square on my tummy to let my skin breathe." (2)

At the peak of her carszer, aged 32, she quit acting to concentrate on
her family, sons Grant and Jason, and prcperty developer husband Colin,
who died of cancer after 37 years of marriage.

At an auction of Bond memorabilia, Shirley Eaton was selling the gold
lame coat she wore on promcticnal tours. "I am not really sure [ want to

part with it,” she told Will Bennett. "I feal a littie D1t sentimental
about salling if." (3

She may he a 62-year-cld grandmother, but in her guld paint execution
sha presanted perbaps the wost! memorable image in a W07 movie.

Rafarences: (1) D. Mirror, 123/12/92; (2} Mail on Sunday, 3,12/95; 3)
D. Telag., 18/7/98




t //s/éS\ 'T ’ %

Phew it's hot. And no doubt by
the time you read this there'll be six
inches of snow at your doorstep, just
to make an idiot of me. Buthey, | had
to start somewhere.

Telephones, | hate
them me. But the world revolves
around their ringing. Despite the hype
surrounding Furbies, the real biggy on
the Christmas wish list last year were
mobile phones - And not long after
came the reports of their brain-frying
capabilities. Of course the mobile
phone companies played it down,
whilst at the same time advising that
you placed your head inside a
microwave oven to make a call. tech-
nology eh?

A rumour | head recently
involved telephones of the non-mobile
variety. Apparently when the weather
is very hot, sometimes it is possible
for the conversations down one line
to, “bleed’ into another on a neigh-
bouring line. Giving one huge party
line. Sounds a bit fishy, if fun, to me.

Speaking of fish, | had the
good fortune to be in a pub recently.
There that'’s it really. Ehm, no where
was |? Oh yes, there was a radio quiz
going on and the woman who won
said she was from Maidenhead. An
elderly gent snorted into his Guinness
and when his mates asked him what
was funny, he replied something along

GallLerY

the lines of, “Maidenhead derives its
name from the intact hymen of a vir-
gin”. Anyone out there substantiate
this “Fact”"? And if true, then just
who's hymen was worthy of the hon-
our of having a town named after it?
For some peculiar reason,

each time | sit down to write this col-
umn, there seems to be some issue of
questionable gender in the news. this
time it occurred at the World Veterans
Athletics Championships at o
Gateshead. Not i
content with the odd
finger-pointing

regarding drug taking
etc. the oldies
outclassed everyone

in their accusations

- that the winner of

the gold medals in the
women’s 100 and 200
meter races, was in fact 2
aman. i
Cathy Jager a 56 year old S
mother of two (known to her close
friends as, Mick, for some reason),
and grandmother of four, had the
accusations levelled against “her” by
officials from the Australian and New
Zealand camps. For a day or so the
speculation intensified as the world
waited for the results of a doctor’s
examination. dan dan dan dan
DAH..... She was a woman. As far as

they could tell.

A more famous rumour of
potential gender cover-up surrounds
one of the greatest love stories of the
century - Edward & Mrs Simpson. It
has been suggested that Mrs Simpson
was in fact a Mr, and this is the real
reason behind the abdication - Much
more embarrassing than being found
out as a Nazi collaborator I'm sure.

Not content with the she-male
tag, other sources have pointed out
that Wallace (and what kind of name
is that for a little girl?) Simpson spent
some time in the shady regions of the
orient - and hey, you know what
they're like.

As | write this we are only days
away from a full lunar eclipse. This
has sparked a deluge of government
advice about the dangers of looking
directly at the sun. A foaf tale | heard
recently - A guy who works at a local
camera shop mentioned that they had
sold twice the number of binoculars as
usual, when he started asking his cus-
tomers what they wanted the field
glasses for, the answer was a unani-
mous - “To watch the eclipse”. | won-
der if you can get calamine lotion into
your eye sockets?

The countdown to the new mil-
lennium has been well covered by vir-
tually every newspaper and magazine
with a column cm to fill. However, an
interesting snippet on the psyche of
our nation is revealed in the poll car-
ried out on the web site for the millen-
nium dome (www.dome2000.co.uk).

W,

According to the questionnaire
posted on line, 6.9% of people believe
that in the next 1000 years, men will
be able to give birth. Well | suppose,
who's to say. But compare this to only
1.6% who believe that the next 1000
years will see increased human life
expectancy. despite life expectancy
creeping up each decade - or so we're
told. The thing most people believe
will be a reality in the next 1000 years,
getting a whopping 46.6% of votes, is
perpetual motion. Well | suppose it's
a tad more exciting than the tin-foil
suits predicted by tomorrow World.

With each summer | notice
more and more people flying past my
Reliant Robin on my route home on
high powered motorcycles. And as a
sombre accompaniment, | notice more
and more flowers lain by the side of
the road in remembrance of accident
victims who have presumably come to
grief at that particular spot. Itis a cus-
tom which seems to have been
embraced wholeheartedly, and as far
as | can tell, comparatively recently.
Sometimes the flowers are accompa-
nied by permanent plaques. Is this
actually a recent custom, or is the
apparent increase in roadside
remembrances purely down to an
increase in road casualties?

If it's the former, then it's an
interesting field of investigation for the
modern folklorist. If it's the latter, it's a
sad indication of the human price to
be paid for our technology.

John Tait
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REEFCAKE FATEPS. ‘Yowzpaperz have faién serivusly rumours Ol a tribe oOf
cannibal Amaznns living deep iz the jungles ol [ndonesian-ruled irian
Jaya. The 20-3trong al-wemen Dok tribe are 3said to capture men rrom
nefchhouring »illagas, whc after enforced sei are xiiiea and eaten. Any
bovs born are =<lain at birth. Cns iiae of thuuyiht s Tonact coe reports
ara tno consister® *o te dicmizsed, anolber is vhau Jhe vehaviour or
thasa "hlack widnw spider %r-itaswczea" 15 notlding woOre (nan "jungie

whispers® -- —ery ren-urbar telilcf talss. Oulrageuvusly, tasy are
supposed +to have =c k2en a1 zansy of small as lu LY aoie cO aetect ctue
approach of =strangers frcm a long way cff. D. dail, 20/4/9y; oun

)

4, 25719

=f *hn Vc;

Taleg. . Fews ' 29:
RERS -- A STI®G. Jene+ically-mcdified crops uaow ieature in tue modern
apocrypha. Sam Vestmacott! (Veekand .Tels iv/7/39) reportea that

srapa,
€ {ided &5,000 ror a hive near uM
Pruy=zals labelling laws ~ould iGrea tuem to marx tnelir
pots 'Containz gen2tically-modifiéd polien’. #hu wiil buy it tnens" In
additinn *0o e +~14cf deaths in the faamily, Lews swnould be instructed
not to ~rass huffer zonad?t T

E
"rumonr=s =pread that baczkrapers yould b
erons and that

TALKING PHUPAPP. ¥ raditicas spriag up Jdaiiy -- velieve me, my
bulg!ng files =n the subjack, tc UZarous w iit into rk -- out 1 must
mention 1 Jneal one. Through an siurtlepuoi daii, 14/9/99;
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Hartlenmn) Star, 2n'5- a
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+

play rhyrarh thrazhing 2% cur
Rartlepnol Ini+=2q4's Yictzri
and ynu ran *ake aack cther on

Ling uas suriacea. 'we usualliy
it in vhe Curner Fiag pub at

4 2 ara foui members un eacn team
2t a time aad play it not unlike
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conker~.* =aid Yeon Kra*+t, What they ware dppwaiiing 1or was stout ana
sntid =talks with a2 42cent zap 35 it cun sland Jp o chwe thrashing
conteat. "There are warious *zchznijuas you can use, and [ prerer
bringing the leawec downwarde in a fast action," axplained Ken. Reaaers
answered an apreal for 4he fruit ‘it's NCT a vagetaols). Ken said:
“Thanks tn the new rhubarb rogizter we have a plantiful supply for this
season's programme.” Ncn-growers even siggested such alternatives as

frozen or tinned rhubarb.

GOIRG APE. I've ccwared our Hartlspocl monkey-hanging legend aplenty
in the=ze paga= and today, as ! write this, [ signed a copy ot my book on
the legend for June Wright, a fcrzer colleague, who had bought 1t ror
her eldest grand=on James. Hartlepocl United F.C. has decidea to adopt
the legend feor its masco* aad S5ft. lia. James, who I've spoken to and
congratulated, has been selectad to sweat it out in the costume ana
jiggle about at games.
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RATTED. OK,
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an invasion of r2al-14£2 rats
in Ludlow, Shropshirs, until pe
clear. Producer Elaina Ball 32
fronte®. (D, Sporé, 11712092
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24/5/09). Meanwhila, Miniztry of Dafenca rzscdlcasss aave
nrdered protec+i-n zkields for z4aff using woliiws, dJespite
the offfnia) =tan~2 *ha* X2 phcies have aol ve proveu
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In recent weeks, the Editor has received tips
from several readers about a hilarious trans-
cript from a Melbourne radio station. The
station is running a Mr and Mrs-style contest,
in which each spouse is asked three personal
questions. If they give the same answers,
they win a holiday in Bali. The transcript has
appeared in Southern Cross, a British
magazine read by Australians, and is doing
the rounds by e-mail. Sadly, our fact-checkers
have so far been unable to confirm its
veracity; and FOX-FM, a Melbourne radio
station thatis running such a contest, does
not recognise it. For now, then, the
transcript’s status appears to be “probable
urban myth”. Unless you know different...

Presenter: Gidday, its FOX-FM. Doyouwantto
play the game ?

Brian [ acaller]: Yeah, sure.
Presenter: OK. Question 1.
When was thelast time
you had sex ?

Brian: Ohhh,

maaaate. Ha ha, well,
about eight o’clock

this morning.
Presenter: And how
long did it go for Brian?
Brian: Orrrrr...about 10
minutes.

Presenter: 10 minutes?
Good one. And where did
you do it, mate?

Brian: Ohhhh maaaaate, [
can’tsay that.

Presenter: There’s a holiday to
Bali at stake, Brian!

Brian: OK...OK...On the kitchen table.
Presenter and others in the studio[laughing J:
Good one Brian. Now is it OK to call your wife?
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Brian: Yeah, alright.

Presenter: Hi Sharelle, how are you?

Sharelle: Hi. Good, thanks.

Presenter: Now Sharelle, we're going to ask you
the same three questions we asked Brian, and it

you give the same answers, you win a trip to Bali.
Brian: Just tell the truth, Honey.

Sharelle: OK.

Presenter: Sharelle, when was the last time you
had sex ?

Sharelle: Oohh, nooo. [ can't say that on radio.
Brian: Sharelle, it doesn't matter. I've already
told them.

Sharelle: OK...About eight this morning, before
Brian went to work.

Presenter: Good, nice start! Next question. How
long did it go for, Sharelle?

Sharelle [giggling ]: About 12, maybe 15 minutes.

Co-presenter: That's close

enough...Brian was just

being a gentleman.

Presenter: OK. Sharelle,

tinal question. Where

didyoudoit?
Sharelle: Oh no, I can't

say that. My mum

could be listening.

No way, no.

Presenter: There's a

trip to Bali on the
line here.

‘Brian: Sharelle, I've
already told them,

so it doesn’t matter

anyway...just tell ‘'em.

Sharelle: Ohhhh...alright...Up the arse!

[ Radio silence, followed by advert ]

Presenter: Sorry it anyone was offended before,

we're going live here, and sometimes these
things happen. We've given Brian and Sharelle
the holiday. Now we'll take a music break...

@ Bill Clinton is responsible foratleast 50
deaths. Therising “bodycount” includes
colleagues, advisors and citizens who were
willing to testify against him. [False.]

® The tops of certain drink cans are encrusted
with the dried urine of rats who live in the
warehouses and containers where cans are
stored. The urine is toxic, so drinking from cans
can be lethal. (False.]

@ In arecent appearance on the Oprah Winfrey
Show, the tashion designer Tommy Hilfiger is
said to have urged African-Americans to avoid
his label as he designed them for upper-class
whites. [False. No such interview took place, and
the company says that “whether these rumours
are part of a misunderstanding or a deliberate act
of malice, they have absolutely no basis in fact”.]
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@ Drug users are putting used needles in the
coin-return slots in public telephones. People
putting their fingers in to recover coins are
getting pricked by the needles and infected with
hepatitis, HIV, and other diseases. [False.]

@ Bill Gatesrecently sent out the following e-mail
message: “Hello everybody. My name is Bill
Gates. I have just written up an e-mail-tracing
programme that traces everyone to whom this
message is forwarded to. I am experimenting
with this and I need your help. Forward this to
everyone you know and, if it reaches 1,000 people,
everyone on the list will receive $1,000 at my
expense. Enjoy. Your friend, Bill Gates.” [False.]
@ The manufacturers of some tampons
purposefully add small amounts of asbestos to
them to make women bleed more and hence buy
more of their products. [ False.]

@ Two Intel engineersworking on a recent
version of the Microsoft-favoured Pentium

microchip etched “bill sux” onto the surface of
the chip. The “flaw” was only discovered after the
chip was released into the market too late for

Intel to stop the chip being put into tens of
thousands of PCs. Both of the engineers were
former employees of Motorola, makers of the
chips used by Microsoft’s number-one rival,
Apple Macintosh. [False.] -

@ Ifyou send your old trainers to Nike, the
company will send you a brand new pair for free.
The offer is part of a recycling programme in
which Nike is planning to use the rubber from
old trainers to make playing fields and

~ playgrounds for the underprivileged. [False.
Nike is said to have received hundreds of boxes
of old trainers since this hoax first appeared
online early last year.]

The Mining Co Guide to Urban Legends and
Folklore is at http://urbanlegends. minmgco com/
library/weekly/aa121698.htm
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THE Hokey Lokey, the popu-

lar dance, has always been
seen as an ﬁmocent if rau-
cous, form’ of entertainment.
But an Anglican clergyman
has now discovered a more,
sinister side: il originated as'
a parody of the Roman Cath-,
olic Church’s Latin Mass.

Canon Geoprge Nairn-
Briggs, Provost of Wakefield
Cathedral, West Yorkshire,
says that both' the name of
the dance and its actions .
were originally designed to ,
satirise the traditional Mass |
and the clergy. , . .

The dance mvolves partlcl-
pants. forming a chain and
flinging their 1imbs about in
line with commands. ' ; )

" by DAVID éA'i\'fi’BEi

phrase ‘“Hoc est énim’ corpus
. meum”, which translates as
“Thls is my body”. .. .

.+ Canon Nairn- Brlggs also
contends that another  cor-.
“ruption of the same phrase is

,,“hocus pocus’’, the words
believed to be used by magi-
cians when they were castmg
spells. . . ¢

:  Historical sources appear
to back up his theories. The
.Hokey Cokey became a popu-
Jar dance in '1940s America
and crossed the Atlantic with
US soldiers. But its origins
are much older and it seems
,to have gained popularity
orlglnal]y on this side of the

Canon, Nairn-Briggs said:, . Atlantic, before being taken,

“In the days when the priest

celebrated the Mass with hxs;

back to the people and whis-
pered the Latin words of con-
secration wjth many hand,

movements, ‘the ‘laity mim-_

icked the movements as they
saw them and the words as
they misheard them.” +. | .

The words “hokey cokey"

werea mlsﬁearmg, or adelib- -

erate parody,Qf the Latin

to the US by refugees. An
earlier folk dance .version
was performed in mamland
Europe in the 19th century. .
The Oxford English Dtctlo-
nary says that ‘‘hokey cokey”
comes from “hocus pocus"
the, traditional magicians’
. incantation that derives from
a Latin phrase.used in
satamc ,masses, themselves
‘parodies of tik Latin Mass.
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MR UNORTHODOX HAS JOINED THE HALOS:
A Report on the Passing of Donald Lee Cyr (1920 - 1999)

by

John J White, III, Ancient Science and Technology Center,
Midwestern Epigraphic Society, Columbus, Ohio

Itis with heavy heart and joyous spirit that I report
to you on the passing of a good and noble friend Donald
[ee Cyr on Monday, May 31, 1999. Donald was an
international figure in the broad field of avant-garde
archacology.  He was best known for his monumental
cfforts as the editor and publisher of a series of journals
and books produced under the name Stonehenge Viewpoint.

HIS RESEARCH INTERESTS

Donald Cyr, DFMES actively published in the
Midwestern Epigraphic Journal, and he was a winner of
the prestigious MES Barry Fell Award for 1998. My wife
Patricia and 1 enjoyed the hospitality of the Cyrs in Santa
Barbara, CA in late January shortly before their 50th
wedding anniversary on February 15,1999, They accepted
our invilation to visit Columbus, OF on the weekend of
April 24 where Don was an invited speaker at our best
ever MES Symposium.  (Frank Joseph of The Ancient
American presented what may be the finest lecture of his
carcer!) On April 25 we took Donald and Joan Cyr to the
Hopewell Mounds in Chillicothe, the Serpent Mound in
Adams County, Old Man’s Cave in Hocking Hills, and
finally to Schmidt’s German-style Restaurant in Columbus
for their world famous Bahama Mama sausages.

I report these social interactions so that Don's
friends may know that I had the privilege of some vintage
experiences with this great investigator of geological
phenomena and archaeological oddities. Don was gentle
and humorous and seemingly easy going. Cyr had found
a very successful formula for how to live a full and
successful life without yielding unnecessarily to the
stresses and political aggravations of the real world. The
Cyrs | found to be very modest people with a dogged
deterraination to see their projects reach fruition.

Judging from the titles of his numerous books, you
might have the impression that Donald Cyr was a way-out
lunatic on the fringes of science and history. Not so!
Donald was, in fact, a shrewd industrial engineer (Univ of
Southern California, 1947), technical writer, and business
manager who cut his professional teeth on the ground floor
of the great West Coast Acrospace Age. Donald did not
strike me as a true rocket scientist, but he had an uncanny
eye for unusual reports of phenomena and an even more
uncanny intuition that there was real science, however

difficult to obtain closure, behind these events. Donald
was in my view one of the great scientific “Palumbos” of
our time. He had the courage to tackle scientific questions
that no one else would touch, research the issues patiently
for ycars, stand on the shoulders of the available giants,
and edit all of this work into fantastic books that will pop
the eyesout of future generations of scientists who lack his
investigative zcal and courage.

Did you know that long ago when people still had
ice boxes and outhouses and horse-drawn wagons (c1945),
Donald Cyr wrote books titled Life on Mars, Saturn H.s
Rings, and Mars Revisited that took many vears for the
NASA-type people to cvaluate scientifically? [ once
viewed his interest in the phenomena of Crop Circles to
have the same fraudulent characteristics alleged for the
mysterious Burrows Cave artifacts. It simply did not occur
to me that Crop Circles were an artifact of certain forms of
ground-lightning interaction! Donald Cyr had an ability to
separate the chaff from the wheat that was a rare talent
even in this century of great scientists.

Donald Cyr toured the Hopewell Culture National His-
torical Park in Chillicothe, Ohio on April 25, 1999.
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There was one singular interest that dominated the
rescarch and publication interests of the so-called Mr
Unorthodox. Donald moved to southern California at age
fifteen, principally for his health, where he met a miner
who was an enthusiast for the findings and predictions of
the great late-nincteenth-century avant-garde  geologist
Isaac Newton Vail (1840-1912) frem Barnesville, OH. Vail's
Quaker family was forced to migrate to lowa and thento
Fasadena, CA in retribution for their participation in the
Underground Railroad during the Civil War era. Vail had
preduced some provocative interpretations of the recent
geolegical history of the Earth that caught the fancy of
voung Donald Cyr.

Donald Cyr was a devoted disciple of Isaac
Newton Vail. Vail, a reserved Quaker-type personality,
was a prolific writer and poet who never passed up a real
or imagined opportunity to tell his storv. Cyr, although a
big man for his generation, had similar inclinations and
threaded the Vail theories through literally hundreds of
Fages of scientific writing. It took him nearly 15 years to
visit the various Vail relatives and to sce that full microfilm
archives of his various works were established.

The center piece of this interest was the Vailian
Canopy Theory, which predicted that the Earth of ancient
man was encircled by an ice-crystal-filled cloud canopy.
The truth of this theory was alleged initially to be revealed
by references to “waters atove the firmament” and to a
varicty of archacological sites and symbols alleged to
reveal many ancient “halos” resulting from a partially
obscured sun. Donald avidly pursued the occurrence of
many indications of “halo” obscrvation. By 1997 it was
rather clear that Cyr's lifelime pursuit was coming to a
positive conclusion. A scientist named Louis A Frank had
reported that the sonrce of water and possibly clementary
life forms for the Earth resulted from the continuous
arrival of snowball comets. 1 have listed a few references'®
on this subject for the interested reader.

If you are not now a Donald Cyr scholar, let me
sugpest a few of his Stonehenge Viewpoint books that might
interest our ancient history readers: The Celtic Connection,
King Arthur’s Crystal Cave, Cascading Comets, Megalithic
Adventures, Dragon Treasures, The Colorado Ogam
Album, Celtic Secrets, Full Mecasure, Glastonbury ‘Trea-
sures, Exploring Rock Art, Stonehenge Scrolls, The Dif-
fusion Issue, and The Eclectic Epigrapher.

HIS FAMILY AND LIFE

Donald Lee Cyr was borm May 11, 1920 in Butte,
MT, the son of Pierre (Peter) Cyr and Marjorie Rathburn.
Iragedy shaped his life at age four when his father, a
conductor on the Northem Pacific Railroad, died from
typhoid fever. Marjorie took her only child back to Battle
Creek, MIwhere she ran a number of businesses. At 15
Donald contracted a case of TB and even had a small
operation forit. Better medical care was available to him

in Los Angeles and Tucson, and thus he moved to Pasade-
na to live with his father’s sister Celina Cyr. There he met
a tenant who taught him the basics of the Vailian Canopy
Theory and other intriguing proposals that would occupy
his rescarch interests for a lifetime.

Cyr pursued a good education for his generation
of depression-era youth. He attended Pasadena City
College for two years where he was the top student. He
then tock a number of field-related jobs while he attended
the Univ of Southern California, completing an Industrial
Enginecring degree in 1947,

Donald was well known for both his humor and
his attraction to uncxpected interests.  Somewhat in
keeping with this trend, he courted a UCLA student who
graduated with a Business degree in 1948. On February 15,
1949 he married Joan Leveille of Pasadena, and they lived
happily ever after. The Cyrs were blessed with three
children, James, Douglas, and Annette, and they have six
grandchildren,

To avoid duplication I will stop here. Donald
wrote an autobiography for the Midwestern Epigraphic
Journal that will be published near the end of this year.
There he describes his job experiences and some of his
motivations for research. Donald went into semi-retire-
ment in the carly 1970s after they had moved to Santa
Barbara. Joan and Donald purchased the Hatton Letter
Company and setup the Stonchenge Viewpoint publishing
house to operate as retirement businesses.

Donald Lee Cyr was returning home from a
Prehistoric Rock Art conference in Wisconsin with the
company of his wife Joan and daughter Annette. During
a flight from Chicago to Los Angeles, somewhere over the
Rocky Mountains, our noble friend passed away peacefully
on NMay 31, 1999,
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*faction'; Pritish rack art; archaeological aaomailes; soiar acilpses;
Gawer ring s-airng; fatucus, spurivus, teuuous aonsenae Suggesting piece
of timber in Silbury Hill playad a ravalutiunary roie oy X ¢ Morraesi.
Plus witty diary colum, news update, ulstracts ana reviews.

NORTHFRE BARTH. Q. 2££ far 1. Clequses puyablle tu dortaera Aysterias
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FORTEAN TIMES. News-gtand. 2. 60. No. 122. Covers our inability to
know whether Y2K will be the end of the world as we know it; deception
as part of artistic creation; killer eagles; US anthrax hoaxes; lrish
child abduction scare; UFO dieinformation games; dream precognition
experiment; Egyptian Christ theory. No. 123. Highlighte include Irish
convicte' myth of China (and a white utopia) a few daye' travel away;
South African mythical enake-like creature and other eel-like monsters;
New Japanese UFO perspective; peychiatric illnees; fatal exorcisms and
“The Bxorcist® demystified; Balkan jumping enakes. No. 124. Highlights
include: after cold fusion -- slow light; much apcorypha connected with
aircraft contrails; alien scripts. No. 125. Extrmely interesting piece
on hallucinatory Charles Bonnet syndrome and somewhat related but for
newly-blind, Anton's syndrcmae; crop circles portents; Frankenstein
crops; talking boulder shaped like a human or ape skull; aspects of
eclipses. No. 126, Fish which supposedly leaps up urine flow to
genitale taken seriously in investigation (I always throught it was an
Amazonian belief tale); early ufologist the strange Frank B. Stranges;
new light on new Ageiem;' and 1850 werewolf? Plue international odd
happeninge round-up, lettere and reviews.
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Manchester near air miss dodgy character who claims to be witness
against all rational odde farticle aleo in The Labyrinth); the long
history of right-wing conepiracy ideas and cross-fertilisation of Kew

. Age ideas and hostile current world order; Bostradamus. FKo. 68. Cont.

from 67 catalogue/critiqueof big-brain/large-eyee creaturee from pre-
war Sci-Fi (i.e. predating Grays); why high proportion of narratives in
UFO, Fortean and paranormal literature are fictiomns. Book reviews.

THE DRAGON CHRONICLE. 4 issues £7. Sample £2. Cheques payable to
Dragon's Head Press: PO Box 2369, London SV6 6JK. No. 16. Articles of
special interest on weedy and leafy sea dragone (akin to seahorees);
plantes with dragon names; 1999 eclipse; Cornish dragon legends; plus
tree of life and dodgy magick. Free copy of issue 2 of Vorme Worlde --

, 1iste of dragon aspects. Plue fiction, poetry, news esnippetes relating

to dragons and magazinee reviews supplement.

THE LABYRINTH. Rory Lushman'e new enterprise to report upon invest-
igations which interest him personally. Fo price or regularity given.
From 99 Charter Street, Accrington, Lancs., BBS5 0SA. Vol. 1, issue 1.
Your editor ie "blamed" for getting Rory hooked on the strategic steam
reserve and he opens tkie first issue with a piece on the topic,
including dieeele ir thie conspiracy-style topic (sadly unreferenced).
Also articles by a paranoid who believes the Republic of Texas, atfter ‘
Vaco, is now being poisoned by airborne-released killer chemicals |
(contraile conspiracy); Guatemala terror; worthy but tedious US UFO |
investigation; Mancheeter myth (see Magonia entry). I must admit the !
pieces 1{fted from the Internet were of little interest to me compared
vith Rory's own contributions.

TOUCHSTONE. Fewsletter of the Surrey Larth Mysteries Group. 42 for 4.
Cbaquas paysble to J Goddard, 25 Albert Road, Addlestone, Veybridge,
Surrey, KT15 2PX. Fo. S51. Last bastion of the old guard, the editor
hore traces a Somerset ley replete with Vatkinesian features and dowsed
st 20 paces width; Hereford Veb Pages brief biography of Alfred Watkins;
Dutch entomologist epeculatec on energy fielde aftecting the behaviour
of mammals, }eptiles. birde and insects; UFOs and corn circles.

AMSRAYA. Fewsletter of the STAR Fellowship. Same price and address as
Touchetcne. Wo. 44, UFT ccotactee Gacrge van lassel 1v70 talk

. continued; George Hunt Villiamson 1954 lecture ou snort-wave radio

cormminication with extraterrestrials; plus bite duplicated in
Touchetnne.
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